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elusion, that Christ held such injuries to stand on a mate-
rially different footing from those committed by Christians.
We have seen that in all cases whatever he commanded
his followers to be ready to forgive on condition of re-
pentance. But he commands them, when dealing with a
brother Christian, firmly to exact that repentance,, not to
pass the injury by, not even to rest content with a rebuke,
unless the rebuke accomplish its purpose, but to bring
the matter before the Church and prosecute it until the
offender make submission. On the other hand, when they
are dealing with a heathen, they are to bear themselves
quite differently. They arc to compose themselves to an
absolute passive tolerance, and to bear in silence what-
ever may be inflicted. And this is no mere political con-
trivance for carrying a helpless sect through times of per-
secution. Christians are not to tolerate injuries simply
because, in the presence of superior force, nothing would
be gained by resenting them. Their tolerance is not to
be reluctant or sullen, nor is it to be a stoical indifference.
They are to think of their oppressors with positive
good-will; they are to requite curses not with silence,
much less with silent contempt, but with blessings, and
malice not with indifference but with acts of kindness.
Now what is the ground of this distinction ? What so
great difference is there between the Christian and the
heathen that they should be treated so differently?
Several times in this treatise we have had occasion to mark
the essential difference between a Christian and a heathen.
We have found it to depend upon that universal relation
of every man to every other man beyond the special re-
lation of kindred which Christians recognise and heathens
do not. It is on this universal relation of human beings to

